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THE MONTHLY PREZ
Mike Koste

Much like the change in seasons, this month’s Oscillator provides an interesting study in color and contrasts,
depending upon your collecting interests.

For those entertained by pre-broadcast era equipment, LUDWELL SIBLEY provides a detailed report on the
now-legendary Henry Ford Museum event held in October in Dearborn, Michigan. In auction activity from
closer to home, we also review the results of the Arnold Finkel col[ectlon of '30s, '40s and '50s radios that was
put up for bids in Kulpsville, PA a bit earlier in October.

Due to space limitations, our *up close and personal® with MICHAEL TANNENBAUM will be featured in next
month’s edition.

I'd like to call your attention to some upcoming DVHRC activities that need your help and support. Firstly, at
our Nov. 14 meeting in Scuderton, we'll be opening up the floor for nominations for the 1996 DVHRC Board of
Directors. The election itself will be held at the Dec. 12 meeting in the midst of our first-ever Christmas party.
(it's a catered event, folks, so bring your appetites and one of your homeliest items for the Ugliest Radio con-
test!) Our tech-talk in November will shine the spotlight on the aforementioned Mr. Sibley who’ll share his ex-

pertise on tube care and restoration. [*Tube
Lore I": a talk on identifying, testing, repair-
ing, reactivating, substituting, and stocking
tubes. With rare exceptions, they don’t make
‘ern any more; yet many tubes in vintage rad-
ios can be helped into, if not a second child-
hood, then at least a second middle age.]
Secondly, many thanks to FRANK JOHN-
SON who rescued the radio from a certain
one-way trip to the landfill, JIM AMICI for a
quick and thorough chassis rehab and

 UPCOMING MEETINGS
_Tuesday, Nov. 14 and Dec. 12, ?3_
PM, at North Penn Amusements, 113 3

Main St. (PA Rte. 113) Souderton e
7 JOINING THE CLUB
~Just send $10 to DVHRC, Box 4103_
" Philadelphia, PA 19127-0031. =
~ ADS&SUCH =
P]ease send ads, articles, etc., to
" LudweliSzbley‘ 44 E. Main St., Flem-
- ington, NJ 08822, (908) 782-4894.
- Forurgent items, we have a fax ma— '
. chine onthis same number,

DVHRC SWAPMEET, NOV. 18

The Third Annual DVHRC Fall Swapmeet is slated for
Saturday, November 18, from 8 AM until 1 PM, behind
North Penn Amusements, 117 Main St. (Rte. 113), in
Souderton, PA. Unlike most of our past events, this is a
“no-frills* affalr: tallgating-only; no contest, raffle, admis-
slon or parking donation . . . just plenty of your fellow
enthusiasts offering a myriad of old radios, parts, tubes,
paper and related miscellany.

Following the swapmeet, we’ll conduct a walk-around
auction where sellers can put their unwanted items up for
bid. A one-dollar buyer’s premium per item will be charg-
ed to benefit the club treasury.

Space in the parking lot is very limited, so only sellers’
vehicles will be allowed in. Public parking Is available in
the municipal lot behind the pizza shop across the street.
Vendor spaces are only $5 ($8 on the day of the event),
or $2 more if you require electricity . . . but don’t count on
"day-of* spaces to be available. Make your reservations
now by calling Dave Abramson at (610) 827-9757.

The DVHRC Fall Meet Is customarily the final event of
the East Coast antique-radio season, so we’'re expecting
an excellent turnout. Watch for ads in A. R. C. and The
Philadelphia Inquirer/Daily News.
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DAVE ABRAMSON for arranging the cabinet work. Their contributions to the organization have made possible
a fine raffle item for the Fall Swapmeet: a lovingly restored General Electric H-113 console, vintage 1939. (See
Evolution of Radio Il, page 102, to become better acquainted). Chances will again be bargain-priced at a buck
apiece or six for five,

Hope to see everybody in November . . . if not at the meeting, surely at the swapmeet. Spaces are going fast.

DOWNINGTOWN RADIO AUCTION - NOV. 18

After you've taken in the DVHRC meet early on the 18th: the Smith Auction Co. is holding another of its spe-
cialized vintage-radio and electronics auctions at 10 AM. This one promises to offer vintage tube hi-fi gear, test
equipment, 200+ mostly-'30s table (and console) radios, some communications receivers including a National
SW-3, telegraph equipment, Photofacts, tubes, and parts. The material will be on preview 10-to-10 on Friday
and 8-to-sale Saturday. A catalogued sale ($5 by mail, $3 at the door), the event will be at the Downingtown
Marketplace on Bus. Rte. 30, 6.5 mi. from Exit 23 of the Turnpike, next to the Tabas Hotel. Terms are cash or
approved check; bank letter of credit for out-of-state buyers; 10% buyer's premium. For details: (610) 942-
2367 or 269-1036. [Thanks to Frank Maggiore for supplying details.]

NEW JERSEY RADIO AUCTION - NOV. 18
The Classic Liquidation & Auction Service plans an antique-radio auction of *over 700 lots . . . from collectors
and dealers across the country® for Saturday the 18th. Site will be 346 Handsmill Rd., Belleplain, NJ (about 20
mi. SE of Vineland). Operating terms: cash-only, no buyer’'s premium, food available. Contact number is 609-
861-1111. Note: it appears that certain warehoused material not sold at the Bridgeton auction (see below) will
be offered here. Details will be available via your friendly editor after Oct. 27.

RADIO HISTORY SOCIETY: "RADIO & TELEVISION ENTER THE HOME" EXHIBIT

You may have read in these pages about last year's public display of historic entertainment radios and TV
sets put on by the Radio History Society (scion of the Mid-Atlantic club). Well, they’re at it again: this time, with
an exhibit at George Washington University from Oct. 26 to Nov. 22. Their displays will "demonstrate the evolu-
tion of mass communication in America through . . . radio and television sets, microphones, broadcast memo-
rabilia, and early [radio-TV] broadcasts." This is, in part, in celebration of the 75th anniversary of KDKA'’s sign-
ing-on. Co-sponsors are CBS, the Radio-Television News Directors Association, and the university. A special
anniversary program will take place on Thurs., Nov. 2, with Washington air personality Ed Walker, and a recep-
tion the next day with Charles Osgood of CBS.

The location is the Marvin Center multiuse building, third floor, at 800 21st. St. NW in Washington, DC. If
you're in the area for a MAARC meeting or other visit, this would be a good stopoff. The displays are to be
available for viewing at, in essence, all hours.

FINKEL AUCTION TOPS $30,000
Reported By Pat & Mike Koste

As many of you are aware, last month, longtime collector and DVHRC member ARNOLD FINKEL officially
‘retired" from the hobby and put his extensive collection of colorful *high-style® radios up for auction.

On Sunday, October 1st, Hamilton Auction Co., under the experienced gavel of Arnold himself, offered over
300 quality lots to an enthusiastic crowd of 60 bidders at the Holiday Inn in Kulpsville. With the help of our
PETE GRAVE, LEWIS NEWHARD, DON RECTOR and NED BORGER, Arnold managed to move the entire in-
ventory in a little more than three hours, Unlike many radio auctions which tend to bog down due to a multi-
tude of paper, box lots and bulky consoles, Finkel's offerings were limited to wood, plastic and Catalin *display
ready" table sets and a table-ful of desirable transistors and novelty radios. It was quite an unusual experience
to be in the same room with so many truly *class® pieces.

Among the highlights, a fine Sparton Bluebird sold for $1900, a brown Majestic Charlie McCarthy for $900, an

" unknown-model blue-mirrored Troy radio for $1250, and a lovely Emerson Mae West for $1050. A blue-mir-

rored Sparton Nocturne went for $900, a very fine maple Emerson Stradivarius for $525, numerous Catalins in-
cluding a Fada L56 in maroon and butterscotch for $1800, and a very early Pilot 3* TV - complete with carrying
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Souderton Meet, Nov. 18 !!!






