When in doubt
Build it stout.
Make it of things
You know about.
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MARCONI AUCTION HITS THE FAN
The proposed auction of Marconi artifacts and records has been unceremoniously cancelled, the result of vivid
complaints on the part of British radio historians and even Marconi people. Marconi’s surviving daughter Elettra flew
from Rome to express her views to the chairman of GEC-Marconi before the decision was announced; the whole
show has been termed "a PR disaster.” Reportedly an announcement is due in the next week or so to the effect that
the collection will be preserved in either the local town museum in Chelmsford or in the Science Museum in London,
the latter being seen as more likely. Meanwhile, Marconi's daughter is to be the guest of honor at a lunch in Chelms-
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. ford on April 26, to be given by the Marconi Veterans' Association. Some views expressed in the Times of London:

| learn with surprise and shock [of the auction] . . . this vitally
important collection is a national as well as a corporate asset
and should be preserved as such . . . [otherwise] these wonder-
ful treasures are to be split up into many lots, thereby losing the
integrity and uniqueness of the archive, removing it from public
access and risking many items being lost to overseas buyers . .
. | am sure | speak for many thousands of "Marconi men” in
asking the company most earnestly to reconsider its far-reach-
ing action (John Sutherland, former managing director for Mar-
conl Radar, Feb. 5).

. Part of the tragedy . . . of the Christie’s auction is that the
collection has been so little studied, and that no attempt was
made to display it during the Marconi Centenary year . . . dis-
persal abroad is likely . . . where were the national museums and
professional institutions who should . . . have been exercising a
watching brief? (T. C, H. Going, Feb. 5).

GEC shouldn't be destroying their heritage and ours . . . we
should be proud of the role Britain played, not dispersing it to
the four corners of the world (Gerry Wells, Vintage Wireless Mu-
seum, London, Feb. 10).

I'm horrified to see it come under the hammer . . . we shall see
a lot of heavyweight foreign buyers and it will be dispersed all
over the world (Rod Burman, tube collector-historian, Feb. 10).

Shocked and heartbroken . . . appalled . . . many people have
contacted me to express their great disappointment that the
GEC-Marconi organization is selling its history which . . . is pan
of the English heritage . . . [A]t all costs these archives should
remain in the UK and preferably in the town of Chelmsford . . .
(Princess Elettra Marconi-Giovanelli, Feb. 10).

The exciting news of the Marconi archive sale is accompanied
by predictable blsating from those . . . who always lament public
dispersal . . . If they knew how few national museums and pro-
fessional institutions properly care for, study and display their

massive holdings, such correspondents would be embarrassed

. Let the archive be dispersed with vigour . . . | and numer-
ous other grateful parties will be at Christie’s - or on the tele-
phone - to buy and research further these enthralling historical
treasures (Gavin Littaur, Feb. 10).

. Gavin Littaur's enthusiasm for the dispersal of the Marconi
archive is misguided. If one were talking about a library, he
would not be misguided; indeed, many collectors in this field are
generous to make deliberate provision in their wills for their col-
lections to be dispersed after they have gone, in order to give
other collectors the chance to acquire items which, if the library
had been willed elsewhere . . . would have been forever out of
their reach . . . However, hiving-off a collsction embodying the
embryos of the greatest innovation of the cantury merely for the
sake of a little filthy lucre is another matter - particularly in the
case of a man who initiated its wonder in this country, rather
than in his own . . . Can we now imagine a future when the
Royal Institution is privatised and the cost of the renovation of
the roof . . and the provision of a hospitality suite for visiting for-
eigners means that Faraday's endearingly tatty coils and Davy’s
miners' lamps find their way to the auction rooms, on their way
to the Smithsonian? . . . (Bernard Kaukas, Feb. 12).

The . . . auction of the unique Marconi archive seems a
strange way for a great company to celebrate a centenary of
world impontance. It is . . . thoroughly irresponsible to propose
that it should be dispersed in lots. The unity of the collection,
including the ephemera in i, is its great strength. . . In the past
the riches of this archive were treated with proper respect within
the company, which was proud of them and commissioned
scholarly research concerning them. As Marconi himself knew,
business archives are particularly interesting when, like the Edi-
son archives, they have a scientific and technological compo-
nent. (Asa Briggs, BBC historian, Feb. 10.

Part of the problem seems to be political: the British Science Museum failed to hold a Marconi commemoration last
year, even though groups like the British Vintage Wireless Association did so with great enthusiasm and even did a
special reprinting of a vintage Marconi equipment for its members. Thanks for source material to our Midwest agent,
to Bengt Swensson in the Oscillator, um, Stockholm bureau, and to Jim Troe. Now back to the Delaware Valley . . .
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**% SOLD OUT! #»=
Bill Overbeck

On Feb. 15, DVHRC orchestrated a swapmeet, auction, equip-
ment contest, book sale, membership drive, and bake sale at
Havertown . . . Members spent weeks tuning-up and played to a
sold-out hall without a single sour note. Much like a fine orchestra,
the total event depends on conductor, members, and the hall,
Our audience responded with overwhelming applause and
*bravos'; also repeated requests for an encore.

It is my pleasure to introduce some of the players and to offer my
deepest appreciation for a magnificent performance:

Dave Abramson - Table sales and telephone information; also
donated a substantial phone bill.

Jim Amicl - Estate-hauling and raffle-radio chassis restoration,
donating the parts.

Jay Daveler - Completion of the raffle radio, and promotion.

John Dilks - Internet promotion/responses (hundreds of *hits*!).

Dingman & James Auction Co. - For a fine auction,

Pete Grave - Table setup; set up the auction and kept it moving.

Lucille Johnson - Club table,

John Kern - Watched over the money and handled auction fin-
ances. Now living in Switzerland.

Mike Koste - Promotion (another substantial phone bill); table
setup, estate hauling, etc.

Jim Ley - In charge of weather. Was reportedly seen at over 30
churches as the five-day forecast vacillated.

MAARC and NJARC - Timely help with promotion.

Sylvia Molettiere - Bake table, club table.

Tony Molettiere - Books, pair for raffle-radio cabinet restoration.

Don Rector - Tables, etc.

Lud Sibley - Promotion, mailing, and much more.

Ed Skilton - Estate hauling, table setup. Freed up my time for
other tasks.

Ted Sowirka - Estate hauling, setup, etc.

Alice Tannenbaum - Ciub table, bake sale, promotion.

Special thanks to two non-collectors, my friends, who gave their
time to help: Mark Dwyer - someone who appreciates our enthus-
iasm, and George Swartz, former radio instructor.

To anyone | may have missed and our vendors and buyers:
Thanks! - you're on a winning team,

(Let's not forget to credit the good Overbeck also - he was up to

his eyeballs in organizing this event - Ed.)

DVHRC GOES ON THE ROAD
Bill Overbeck
Our regular meeting for February was anything but regular:
members were treated to a tour of the radio collection of founding
president Jay Daveler in Lansdale. This array of treasures gives
one that "gotta have one of those . . . and one of these" feeling.
There is something of interest for everyone.

We then traveled a short distance to Jay’s retail store, Nostalgic
Collectibles, at 7 W. Main St., also in Lansdale. The store features
a wide variety of collectibles, including juke boxes and radios of a//
types. The boyish look on Mike Tannenbaum’s face as he played
an old pinball machine related the feeling that this was a special
treat. Thank you, Jay!




Sy

7 W, MAIN STREET
LANSDALE, PA. 19446

Ollectibles

PHONE 215-362-2545

FAX 215-362-0350
HOURS: TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY 6:30 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. OR CALL FOR AN APPONTMENT

WE BUY-SELL-TRADE OR TAKE YOUR COLLECTION
ON CONSIGNMENT

WE SELL JUKEBOXES, ARCADE GAMES, SLOT MACHINES, COKE /PEPSI

COOLERS, RADIOS, TOYS, AND HAVE AISLES AND SHELVES LOADED
WITH ITEMS FROM THE “GOOD OLD DAYS”

REPAIR RESTORE RADIOS / JUKEBOXES
REFINISH RADIOS

TUBE SALES
PARTS SALES
RADIO DIAL BELTS FOR SALE
SCHEMATICS AVAIALBLE
WE’LL HELP LOCATE HARD TO FIND PARTS

BRING IN YOUR VACUUM TUBES AND TEST THEM YOURSELF - FREE!

WE SELL GUMBALL MACHINE CANDY

A ¢
WE RENT JUKEBOXES FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS / PARTIES!!!!
THE JUKEBOX CAN EVEN BE LOADED WITH MUSIC

FROM THE ERA OF YOUR CHOICE.

ASK TO SEE OUR PICTURE INVENTORY
OF OTHER AVAILABLE COLLECTIBLES

PARKING - JUST A FEW DOORS DOWN IN THE WALNUT ST. PARKING LOT







