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JANUARY: A NEW MEETING SITE

This month’s meeting is at a new location: the = !
Family Heritage Restaurant, on Rte. 113 in =) WAMPLER  NoRrTH
Souderton, ca. 1.5 miles SW of the previous loca- % LONGACRE PENN n?
tion. The site is between Souderton and the Turn- \ PAILD O AMUSE- <

Q

QMEN T8

SOUDER-
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pike. On arrival, take the front door and go down
the ramp at right to the lower level. (The restaur-
ant upstairs is a *natural*for pre-meet dining.)

We'll have a presentation by Ray Chase on col-
lecting "radio” postcards. He'll show some display >
boards from his entries in contests at postcard-
collector meets, with cards of all sorts: American
and foreign, general-interest (humorous, etc.) and :
QSL (both amateur and short-wave). Ray’s an expert in this area, so this should be an informative and entertaining
talk.

There’ll be an auction as usual; members are encouraged to bring relatively clean goods this time (‘no junk in Jan-
uary*). Larger items can be brought in via a door onthe right side of the building.

DECEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Mike Koste

The DVHRC welcomed the holiday season on December 8th with a hot buffet, elected a Board of Directors for 1998,
participated in another diversified auction, and had a peek at a couple of unique items from our members’ collections.
Al Klase demonsirated a recently fabricated crystal set - it's a *hot* performer, getting three stations with good volume
from a 20-foot antenna strung across the meeting room and a radiator for a ground. Lewis Newhard gave us a peak
at the rare R-520/URR, the military version of the mid-'50s Zenith Transoceanic. (Lewie promises a second look once
restoration is complete, along with an A/B comparison with its civilian counterpart). The 38 members and guests in
attendance welcomed our latest recruit and budding TV collector, Greg Martin of Chalfont.

Your secretary also received a call from member John Whittock, inquiring about a gift membership for his friend
William Colvin of Aston, PA. (William recently brought John's 1936 Grunow back to life). Our 50/50 winner Jan Grave
went home with not only the $18 jackpot, but a vintage Radio Boys book to boot.

Elected to serve on the Board for 1998 were Dave Abramson, Pete Grave, Mike Koste, Bill Overbeck and Ludwell
Sibley. This, er, élite group met in January to elect officers and develop the club’s goals and mission statement for
the New Year. Bill Overbeck was re-elected president; Dave Abramson was selected as vice president; and Mike
Koste and John Kern were reaffirmed as secretary and treasurer respectively.
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TIME TO SEEK RENEWAL
Well, it's a new year, and time for 1998 DVHRC dues. If your mailing label says *97," now’s the time to slip a check
for $10 into the enclosed envelope and mail it. Prompt renewal helps "keep the lights on." Thanks!
We're going to try an alternative way to handle dues: bring an item likely (yes, really likely) to bring $10 or more for
~ this month’s auction, and donate it to the club in lieu of dues.
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“The Oscillator is published monthly by members of the

. nompm‘flt DVHRC. its purpose is to pmwde a forum to !
educate, inform, entertain, and communicate with collec_

tors and preservers of vintage radio technology.

We welcome and solicit information relating to radio |

history or collecting. Submiss_l_ans should be carefully
researched, typed and accompanied with clear photo-

graphs or d:agrams Material on-dlsc (3-‘/2 or 5—‘/‘. DOS) i

is particularly welcome.
‘Unless copyrighted by the author, materiat in this pub-

‘lication is available for attributed reproduction for-non-

profit purposes, {For convemence the editor can supply
copy on-disc.)

Personal views, opimons and technical advice offered
in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the
members, officers or Board of Directors of the DVHRC,
nor is the organization responsible for any buying or
selling transaction incurred.

To join: DVHRC dues is $10 per year. The member-
ship year runs January-through-December. Please mail
to the club PO box above.

Meetings are held monthly except July at 7:30 PM.
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ZENITH TRANSISTOR RADIOS:

EVOLUTION OF A CLASSIC
Bill Overbeck
This is the new Zenith transistor-radio book from Norm Smith:
the one you have to put in your library. | had a chance to view an
early copy only briefly by Oscillator press time, but made the fol-
lowing observations: (1) many color photos make it easy to
identify sets on your *wish list*; (2) sets other than Zenith, whose
appearance is similar, are included as "clones,” in color; (3) a sup-
er transistor Trans-Oceanic military set is depicted - "got one; call
me!*; (4) lots of text by a well known collector; (5) it's about a very
popular brand. I'm looking forward to spending time with this new
source of information.
This just-released offering (ISBN 0-76435-0015-6) will be avail-
able at our meeting on Tuesday, at well below the $29.95 list price;
likewise, copies of Zenith Radio, The Early Years.

NJARC’S DECEMBER PROGRAM

Our neighboring club deserves mention for the sheer novelty of
its December *Radio Scavenger Hunt* program - a sort of low-
keyed equipment contest - offering club T-shirts as prizes. De-
vised by Marsha Simkin, it used a generous roster of categories:
= Smallest item in the shape of a radio.
= Most unusual item in the shape of a radio that really isn't a radio.
= Most unusual radio not in the shape of a radio.
Most unusual item that says "Radio” but isn't a radio.
Oldest book that has "radio” or "wireless" in its title.
Most unusual radio-related item from a foreign country.
Most unusual edible radio-related item.
Most unusual wearable radio-related item.
Most unusual radio advenrtising item not made of paper.
Most unusual item marking a milestone in radio development or history.
Most unusual home-made radio-related item.
= Most unusual radio-related item made for use in the kitchen.
Strangest-looking tube. = Most risqué radio item.
= Most unusual radio-related toy. = Most interesting radio log.

This format drew strong response from club members: there
were six contenders for the “strangest-looking tube' (a2 WW |l
magnetron won). The winning non-radio device marked *radio”
was a '20s padfock. The best "kitchen® item was a chocolate mold.
The most risqué item (hubba-hubba) was a set of French
postcards showing a pair of young lovers in the country in close
contact with a portable radio. The "oldest book® was a 1904
‘radiotherapy" text, although one wily contestant crashed this cate-
gory with a "4096 B. C." computer-graphics book cover on making
repro knobs. The *milestone* item was a bit of wood from the
towers at Marconi's historic *CC* on Cape Cod. This was a nice
break from the usual *hardware* exhibits, giving collectors of radio
ephemera and go-withs a chance to display, and could be used at
any time of the year.

ON THE HORIZON

Feb. 21 NJARC Swapmeet, Freehold, NJ.
Mar. 7 DVHRC Super Winter Meet, Havertown, PA.
Mar. 28 - MoR&T/PARS *Spring Fever,* Washington, PA.

June 11-13  MAARC 'RADIOACTIVITY Laurel, MD.







